250                            BHOPAL.

thousand fighting men; which was the whole force
relied on for the preservation and protection of half
a million of square miles*, with a population of forty
millions, and a revenue of L2,QOO,000/. sterling.

Such were the provisions made by the Marquess
of Hastings to meet the crisis expected to occur
in the season of 1814-15. Had it happened then,
instead of three years afterwards, these prepara-
tions would have been no more than sufficient.
The gloomy aspect of the campaign in the hills in
January, induced his Lordship to apply for two
additional king's regiments from the Cape and
Mauritius; and it was too late to countermand
them, when the favourable turn of the tide had
rendered then* presence unnecessary.

It was, of course, some time before the above
preparations could be put into a train of activity.
The Madras army was not concentrated till
March, when Sir Thomas Hislop assumed the
command. By that time, however, it had become
evident, that whatever necessity might have ex-
isted in December and January for miUtary pre-
parations on so large a scale, there was little chance
that any part of the force assembled would be
called into active service this season. The inter-
ference we had already exerted in favour of Bho-

* Inoladjng Oodh and the protected-states, but not the
other presidencies.